Coalition to Save Cancer Screening

Honorable Members of the New York State Senate and Assembly:

On behalf of the Coalition to Save Cancer Screening, made up of health care providers and patient advocates for those impacted by cancer in our State, we want to thank you for your past support of the New York Department of Health’s Cancer Services Program (CSP). We are grateful for the appropriation in the SFY 2012-13 Executive Budget of $26.7M for cancer services and urge you to support this amount in the Final SFY 2012-13 Budget.  

The Cancer Services Program has effectively lost 30% of its funding over the last few years and although we understand that these are difficult economic times, the Cancer Services Program has suffered more than its fair share.   In addition to the state’s breast, cervical and colon cancer screening program, the CSP also needs  adequate funding for public and health care provider education about cancer prevention and early detection; and recruitment, outreach, and case management in order to reach uninsured New Yorkers who are in greatest need of cancer screening--a need made only more critical in this challenging financial era.  Over the years, CSP has had to make difficult decision on which public health program to scale back without destroying the infrastructure that is required to run a state-wide, locally based cancer screening program.  Presently, there is no more flexibility in absorbing cuts without directly impacting the New Yorkers who are uninsured and in need of services.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In New York, 25,000 of our fellow citizens are diagnosed annually with breast, cervical or colorectal cancer. Approximately 6,000 of these men and women die each year from these cancers. The CSP has worked diligently in our communities to provide screening and early detection of breast, cervical and colorectal cancer to women and men who are under- and uninsured for more than twenty years. For those who qualify, the CSP provides clinical breast exams, mammograms, pap tests, pelvic examinations, colorectal cancer screening, surgical consultation and diagnostic testing to people without health coverage in every county of New York State through contracts with local community based organizations known as CSP partnerships. And while the program has screened tens of thousands of people, at current funding levels, for example, the New York State Cancer Services Program is able to help approximately 15% of the women who don't have insurance and can't afford a mammogram.  While the number of eligible New Yorkers continues to rise, funding for screening outreach, case management and clinical services has remained stagnant.  

Cancer screening saves lives. Detecting cancer early increases the chances of successful treatment, improves survival rates, and saves New York in overall medical costs. For example, research shows that the earlier breast cancer is detected and treated, the better the survival rate. When breast cancer is diagnosed at an early stage while still confined to the breast, the 5-year survival rate is 98%. The NYS Department of Health estimates that the cost of the Cancer Services Program was offset by $46 million in savings due to early detection. Even with the enactment of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, a significant number of New Yorkers will remain uninsured. We will need to preserve this network of high quality cancer screening, diagnostic and treatment services if we are to continue to have an impact on the high burden of cancer in our state.

CSP provides a direct entry to Medicaid for those diagnosed thanks to the Medicaid Cancer Treatment Program.  This federal law allows New Yorkers diagnosed through the program to receive immediate Medicaid coverage. It behooves the Medicaid program to simultaneously consider the important role this program plays in optimizing federal dollars to care for New Yorkers diagnosed with cancer. Those who continue to fall through the cracks are not only diagnosed with later-stage cancers, they often come into the Medicaid Program through a more traditional door, relying on state funding to finance their care. 

We respectfully request that the Cancer Services program funding be maintained at $26.7 million so that local programs can adequately serve their existing clients and outreach to the eligible population to the extent possible. Your support, through the budgetary process, means the difference between life and death for New Yorkers impacted by cancer. If we can be of further assistance, please call Anita McFarlane of the Great New York City Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure at 212-461-6189 or Sherry Tomasky of the American Cancer Society at 518-449-5438 x13.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony to you today. 
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