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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVE $266,465 TO FIGHT AGAINST BREAST CANCER
Komen Northeastern New York addresses unmet breast health needs 

of area’s medically underserved 
ALBANY, NY – April 8, 2009 – Twelve local organizations involved in the fight against breast cancer can serve more people and save more lives thanks to $266,465 in grants announced today by the Northeastern New York Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®. 

“Thanks to our sponsors, volunteers, race and walk participants and to everyone who made a donation, Komen Northeastern New York can work to keep its promise to save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality of care for all and energizing science to find the cure,” said Affiliate President Ellen Kaufman. “For the past 14 years, Komen grants have been an important source of local funding for scores of programs that help the medically underserved in our communities. We’ve been able to grant more than $1.8 million to organizations right here in Northeastern New York.” 

Grant monies will be distributed from proceeds raised from the 144h annual Susan G. Komen Northeastern New York Race for the Cure® held last October, other fundraising efforts held throughout the year and funds received from the Susan G. Komen for the Cure national organization. 
Up to 75 percent of the net income raised by Komen Northeastern New York stays in the community to fund programs in upstate New York. The remaining 25 percent supports the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Grants Program supporting research, awards and educational and scientific programs around the world. 
Grant applications were reviewed and ranked by an independent review panel and approved for funding by the Affiliate Board. Komen Northeastern New York awards grants to the following programs: 

Albany County

Albany Medical Center-Breast Health Navigator-$30,000-Education-Information and education about breast cancer, risk factors, prevention and screening tools are provided to the underserved patient populations, as well as women from some of the poorest neighborhoods in the Albany area; those seeking care at Equinox and United House.

St. Peter’s Hospital-Lymphedema Management Program-$4,637-Treatment-To improve the physical condition of individuals of suffering from lymphedema through a combination of treatment and education, treating approximately 50 breast cancer survivors annually.  Requesting funding for advanced training, purchase of reference material and taping and bandage supplies for distribution to survivors treated by our program.

Camp Bravehearts-Oncology Camps for Women-$10,000-Education-To enable women dealing with cancer the opportunity to share life experiences.  Through exercise, crafts, wellness, outdoor challenge, educational and social activities offered at the Camp, participants are provided an opportunity to learn new skills, increase self esteem, and help address the risks and fears that many women face during and after treatment.

CRAAB!-Reap the Benefits-$30,000-Education, Treatment-Comprehensive program of exercise activities, education programs and direct services that follow survivors from diagnosis to post treatment care to address their changing needs as they progress though various stages of recovery.  Elements of the program will include recent research columns, exercise services, awareness programs, and personal support including sessions in Montgomery County and the city of Schenectady.

Gilda’s Club-Gilda’s On the Go-$29,958-Education-In partnership with ACS, Salvation Army and the Women of Color Cancer Support Group of Albany are proposing a new pilot project to take the Gilda’s Club model into areas and to populations that have significant need for breast cancer awareness, education, and psychosocial support but are unable to access the programs and services located in Latham.  One urban area in the City of Albany and one in rural Saratoga County will be targeted.

To Life!-Breast Health Matters-$24,200-Education-To Life! will increase breast health awareness through a comprehensive outreach campaign targeting minority populations and low income and the uninsured throughout Albany, Montgomery, Saratoga, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Warren and Washington counties.  Services will include reaching out to these populations in areas that are culturally sensitive with the support of trained volunteers.  

Schenectady County
YWCA of Schenectady-Take Charge of Your Health-$25,000-Education-This program targets minority women residing in Schenectady County who are medically underinsured or uninsured and have low incomes.  Target groups include homeless and domestic violence victims and African American, Hispanic and Guyanese women.  The program will provide group and individual educational sessions to educate women on the need for early detection of breast cancer and breast cancer screening techniques.

Rensselaer County

Samaritan Hospital-No Women Left Behind-$30,000-Education, Screening-An outreach and education program designed to give medically underserved women the skills they need to get the healthcare they deserve.  The project will reach into medically underserved communities and to provide women from these neighborhoods with breast cancer education, breast cancer screening and when necessary breast cancer treatment.
Hamilton County

Adirondack Healing Retreats-Creative Healing Connections-$9,860-Education-To provide two weekend retreats for rural women with breast cancer living in the North Country.  The purpose of the retreats is to provide participants with opportunities to meet and develop relationships with others similarly challenged, share life enhancing skills and information and use the arts to improve their quality of life.

Warren County

Glens Falls Hospital-Regional Health Care Initiative-$29,700-Education, Screening- To expand the breast cancer education and awareness information available to the women of Warren, Washington, Hamilton, Northern Saratoga, and Essex County with the goal to increase the number of women who participate in breast health screening with clinical breast exams and screening mammograms and to establish a breast health navigator role in the Greenwich Family Health Center to improve access and facilitate timely resolution of abnormal breast screening exams and transition to cancer treatment in Washington County.

Clinton County
Community Link Mobile Health-Women’s Health Screening-$25,000-Education, Screening-Community Link operates a mobile clinic that provides medical services including breast screening to rural areas of Clinton, Essex, and Franklin County.  With great distances to health providers plus a large population of elderly and or low income obtaining needed breast health services can be difficult.

Montgomery County

St. Mary’s Hospital-Healing Touch Buddies-$18,120-Treatment-Funding for a voluntary program in Montgomery and surrounding counties which provides Healing Touch Treatments to breast cancer survivors, monthly.  Healing Touch is a gentle, non-invasive complementary therapy with the beneficial effects of pain reduction, relaxation, and stress reduction.
About the Northeastern New York Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
The Northeastern New York Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure—along with those who generously support us with their talent, time and resources—is working to better the lives of those facing breast cancer in our community. We join more than one million breast cancer survivors and activists around the globe as part of the world’s largest and most progressive grassroots network fighting breast cancer. Through events like the Komen Northeastern New York Race for the Cure®, we have invested more than $1.8 million in local breast health and breast cancer awareness projects in our 11-county service area, which includes Albany, Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren and Washington counties. Join us by calling (518) 250-5379 or visiting us online at www.komenneny.org. This year’s Race will be held Oct. 3, 2009 at Empire State Plaza. 
About Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
Nancy G. Brinker promised her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, she would do everything in her power to end breast cancer forever. In 1982, that promise became Susan G. Komen for the Cure and launched the global breast cancer movement. Today, Komen for the Cure is the world’s largest grassroots network of breast cancer survivors and activists fighting to save lives, empower people, ensure quality care for all and energize science to find the cure. Thanks to events like the Komen Race for the Cure, we have invested nearly $1 billion to fulfill our promise, becoming the largest source of nonprofit funds dedicated to the fight against breast cancer in the world. For more information about Susan G. Komen for the Cure, breast health or breast cancer, visit www.komen.org or call 1-800 I’M AWARE. 
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